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EXCURSION — = NEW: Serer 


Meeting : 4th November, "Seaweeds. 

Speaker: Dr. M. Clayton. 
Meeting : 2nd December, "Correas in Australia" 

Speaker: Mr. R. Anderson, 
Excursion: 13th November, Anglesea, Seaweeds. 

Leader: Miss M, White. (Full Day) 
Excursion: 4th December, Blackwood. 

Leader: Dr. F. Harrap. (Full Day) 
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Leg H 
President: Dr F. HARRAP Phone 301651 Meetings at Education Centre 
Vice-pres: Mr W. MURPHY — Phone 323289 Hopetoun St 7 30pm 
Secretary: Miss H.BURGESS Phone 312210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Treasurer: Mrs FWILLIAMSON Phone 327631 CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 


BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor: Mrs P.MURPHY Phone 32 3289 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


REPORTS. October Meeting, 
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Master D,. Williamson ~- Blue-wrens pecking at 
reflections in window of house 
at Mt. Helen. Koala seen along 
Geelong Road at Mt. Clear, 


Mr. K. Hammond - Black- fronted dotterels and pair 
white- fronted chats along Olliers 
Lane near Creswick Road, 


Mr. L. Fink - Showed Lion's Badge and suggested 
similar for Club badge. 


Miss H. Burgess ~ Displayed leaf approximately 
5" x 10" picked up in Ingliston 
Gorge. Could be juvenile leaf of 
Eucalyptus goniocalyx - Long-leaf 
Box. 
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NOVEMBER EXCURSION, 

Would members please note that the November 
excursion is to be held one week later than usual, 
i.e. on 13th November, 


Leave Crockers Corner at 9.30 a.m. 
Or meet at Miss Mary White's at Anglesea 
at 11.00 a.m, 
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MEETING 7.10.83, 
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Work Night at Creswick School of Forestry. 


The speaker was Mr. Gerrard Stewart of the 
School of Forestry at Creswick. The subject was botany 
and the main topics were orchids and wattles, We were 
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told that orchids are among the most advanced plants 
in the world and that their nearest relatives are the 


lilies. 
Orchids can be identified in many ways. For 


instance, they have inferior ovaries while lilies have 
superior ovaries. 


The following illustrations show the various 
parts of these plants:- 


L. Fink. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMPOUT. 14 - 16 OCTOBER 1983. 
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Some fifty delegates and members attended 
this campout at the Lady Northcote Camp, 15 km, 
south of Ballan. Several of us arrived on the Friday 
evening to settle in to the camp, make our beds, and 
enjoy an informal chat in the dining hall, 


The camp consists of several houses contain- 
ing one or two bedrooms, a dormitory, two bathrooms 
and a lounge with gasfire. It was fortunate, consid- 
ering the deluge during the weekend, that we had such 
excellent accommodation. Some of the excursions had 
to be revised and shortened, and several visitors had 
to give a lot of thought as to which roads and routes 
would be open to traffic for their homeward journeys. 
The gas fires were to prove a boon in drying clothes 
after the excursicns. 


A hearty breakfast of porridge and bacon and 
eggs prepared us for the Saturday morning excursion 
to Werribee Gorge. Our leader was Nr. Jack Myers of 
the National Parks Service who conducted the 
excursion, mostly in steady rain, with what we came 
to know as an inborn talent for wit and good humour. 
The nighlight of- the excursion was the view across 
the gorge to the peregrine falcons' nesting site, 
accompanied by a graphic description of the mating 
performance of these magnificent creatures. On return 
to camp it was with gratitude that we sat down to an 
already prepared hot roast. 


In the afternoon, one group, under the 
guidance of Dr. Frank Harrap and Nr, Graham Hawley, 
visited the Ingliston Gorge. Here we were privileged 
to see a pair of wedge-tailed eagles wheeling in 
the Gorge and finally perching in a dead tree over- 
looking the Gorge and across to their nest which 
aiso was in a high tree commanding a view of the 
Gorge in both directions. 


Another group, under the leadership of Mrs. 
Pat Murphy, walked from the railway crossing on 
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Ironbark itoad to the lookout in Werribee Gorge 
State Park. This short walk was through Long-leaf 
Box, Red Iron-bark and Grey box forest, On a fine 
day, the lookout provides extensive views of the 
surrounding country as well as the spectacular 
scenery of some of the rocky gorges of the Park. 


A hot meal revived our spirits for the evening 
meetings. Following the A.G.M., Miss Mary White, a 
foundation member of the Ballarat F.N.C., after a 
thought-provoking speech, launched Cliff RBeauglehole's 
latest book, "The Distribution and Conservation of 
Vascular Plants in the Ballarat Area", Then followed 
another two excellent speakers, Dr. Michael Baker and 
Mr, Jack Myers. Dr. Baker spoke of his purchase of 
250 acres of land with its stand of Bull Mallee near 
Bacchus Marsh, His original intention to clear much 
of the scrub yielded, within 12 months, to his 
appreciation of the wildlife and a desire to conserve 
it. He spoke of difficulties with council and cdevel- 
opers who seemed bent on carving the area into 
5 and 10 acre blocks. Apparently, he said, it was 
easier to save "fuzzy this, and cuddly that" rather 
than the maJlee, ten species of bullant and "creeping 
this and twining that", It is indeed fortunate that 
Michael and his wife are there, and let's hope they 
can enable this unique area, which has been there for 
tens of. thousands, possibly hundreds of thousands of 
years, to survive into the future, 


Mr. Myer, supported by his excellent slides, 
spoke of the settlement of the rich Parwan Valley, 
the soil erosion caused by clearing the hills, the 
work being done to stop this and bring these areas 
back to something like their original state. The 
stories told by the "before"and "after" slides were 
always encouraging, and sometimes striking. 


On Sunday morning, after another excellent 
breakfast , cleaning and tidying of our houses and 


the dining area, we departed for the Coimadai mallee 
area, 
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The creek was flowing a banker, hut with no rain, and 
protected from the wind, several birds, including 
whistlers, wrens and trillers were seen and heord, 

a notable change from the “uiet of our previous walks, 
often in heavy rain. A picnic lunch at Merrimu 
Reservoir followed, then came the time for new and 
old friends to depart. 


The committee of the B.F.N.C. is to be 
congratulated and thanked for the careful thought and 
preparation which, despite 54 inches of rain and 
exceptional if not unprecedented flooding resulted in 
an outstanding weekend, and a resolve to be prasent 
at the next W.V.F.N.C. campout hosted by the 
Warrnambool club, next April 7th or 8th, 


J. Netherway. 
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ADIANTACEAE 
Cheilanthes tenuifolia -— Rock Fern 
ASPLENIACEAE 
Asplenium flabellifolium - Necklace Fern 
Pleurosorus rutifolius - Blanket Fern 
CYPIRACEAE 
Scirpus antarcticus ~— Southern Club-rush 
HYPOXIDACEAE 
Hypoxis glabella — Yellow Star 
LILIACEAE 
Arthropodium minus —- Small Vanilla-lily 
Dianella revoluta~ Black-anther Flax-lily 
Thysanotus patersonii - Twining Fringe-lily 
ORCHIDACEAE 
Acianthus exsertus - Gnat Orchid 
Caladenia anrustata-— Musky Caladenia 
Us catenata- Pink Fingers 
Calochilus robertsonii- Purplish Beard-orchid 
Diuris sulphurea- Tiger Orchid 
Glossodia major- Wax-lip Orchid 
Pterostylis nana- Dwarf Greenhood 
a nutans-— Nodding Greenhood 
" revoluta- Autumn Wy 


POACEAE 

* Briza minor - Lesser Cuaking —- grass 

* Ehretia longifolia —- Annual Veldt Grass 
XANTHORROEACEAE 

Lomandra filiformis - Wattle Mat-rush 


To be continued. P. Murphy. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB - BALLARAT BRANCH 


A branch of the Bird Observers Club has recently 
been started in Ballarat, Meetings are held at BRACE 
(the old Urquhart Street School) on the second Tuesday 
in the month at 7,30 p.m, Excursions are held on the 
fourth weekend in the month, 


The speaker at the November meeting will be 
Allan Hartup, naturalist and photographer from Newstead, 
Visitors will be welcome at the meeting. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM COMPLETE BOOK OF AUSTRALIAN 


tae ee ce ete ee ae ees ee oe mate ee pene ce a Se a sey WO Se Ste Me Se ns i NOD Ge OD Oe ene LenS fe ew Oe ne me ee we 


MAMMALS . Ronald Strahan (Editor) 
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Angus and Robertson $45.00 


This book, like the "Readers Digest Complete 
Book of Australian Birds" has drawn its illustrations 
from the Australian Museum's national photographic 
index of Australian wildlife. There are several hundred 
excellent illustrations,usually two for each species. 


Introduced mammals (dingo,fox, cat, rabbit, horse, 
pig, camel, deer, buffalo and goat) are included but 
the main part of the text is devoted to the natives: 
the monotremes, marsupials, native placental mammals 
and marine mammals. The text has been written by a 
large number of researchers and the information is 
authoritative and up to date, 


The section on bats is particularly useful as 
there has not been till now an illustrated guide. 
Mice and rats are also well covered, 


All in all, though somewhat expensive, a very 
useful, well illustrated and informative book. 
¥, Harrap. 
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USEFUL LIST OF LOCAL PLANTS 


ee cee Oe ore ae ee ee ee Ge ee ae ee te er ee Men arm ee ee en ee oe Se 


"The Distribution and Conservation of Vascular Plants 
in the Ballarat Area, Victoria" is the title of the sixth 
in a series of volumes aimed at listing the occurrence 
of all vascular plants (grasses, ferns and flowering 
plants) in Victoria. This tremendous work is being under- 
taken by noted botanist Mr. Cliff Beauglehole, whose 
dedication and determination will ensure that the state's 
thirteen defined study areas are adequately covered 
botanically. j 


Every species of plant growing wild in the Ballarat 
area is listed - a total of 835 natives and 342 aliens. 
These are tabulated in taxonomic order, and this check- 
list forms the main part of the book. Each plant is given 
botanic and common names and its distribution listed : 
in the eight sectors. We can tell at a glance whether 
the plant is recorded in a biological reserve (State 
Park, Wildlife Reserve, Flora Reserve, etc.) or only 
from unreserved public land. Private land has not been 
included in this book, 


Another list gives information about 480 rare, 
interesting and restricted plants, with their known 
locations. A plea is made for present and future nat- 
uralists and conservationists to re-locate plants 
recorded by earlier workers. ; 


The information in this book should be used by 
both conservationists and land management authorities, | 
and will also be of great assistance to serious : 
botanical students. While it can not be recommended for 
the ordinary wildflower lover, it is indeed a most 
useful reference, and it should be in the library of 
every government and land management authority in the 
area covered. Personally, I will find it very valuable 
indeed - for reference, as a basis for compiling my own 
plant lists and for help in locating particular plant 
species. 


It is available from the Portland Field Naturalists 
Club, P.O, Box 4170, Portland, 3305, for $7 a copy, : 
including postage. 

R. Thomas, 
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